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cessfully any experiment, however long. More-
over, their numbers allowed me to repeat my at-
tempts until I* was perfectly convinced. The
Mason-bees, therefore, shall supply me with ma-
terials for this chapter also.

A few words, before I begin, about the works.
The Mason-bee of the Sheds utilizes, first of all,
the old galleries of the clay nest, a part of which
she good-naturedly abandons to two Osmiae, her
free tenants: the Three-horned Osmia and Lat-
reille's Osmia. These old corridors, which save
labour, are in great demand; but there are not
many vacant, as the more precocious Osraise have
already taken possession of most of them; and
therefore the building of new cells soon begins*
These cells are cemented to the surface of the
nest, which thus increases in thickness every year.
The edifice of cells is not built all at once: mor-
tar and honey alternate repeatedly. The masonry
starts with a sort of little swallow's nest, a half-
cup or thimble, whose circumference is com-
pleted by the wall against which it rests. Picture
the cup of an acorn cut in two and stuck to the
surface of the nest: there you have the receptacle
in a stage sufficiently advanced to take a first in-
stalment of honey.

The Bee thereupon leaves the mortar and
busies herself with harvesting. After a few
foraging-trips, the work of building is resumed;
and some new rows of bricks raise the edge of the